
 

PUBLIC FORUM: Council provides the opportunity for public forum input at its ordinary meetings. The views and 

opinions expressed in public forum do not necessarily reflect the position of the Tasman District Council, Council officers 

or elected members 
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Presentation to the Golden Bay Community Board, Monday 12 May 2025 

 

Kia ora. 

My name is Kirstie Macleod and I am here representing the Takaka Village Green Society. 

We are in the process of dissolving the legal entity that brought the Village Green to life. 

As per our constitution, we have had our first Special General Meeting where a motion 
was passed unanimously to dissolve the Society and the next Special General Meeting 
to ratify this motion will be held at the beginning of June. The Society feels the work has 
been done, the Village Green is safe in TDC’s capable hands, there are changes to the 
rules for Incorporated Societies and we all feel there is no further need for the Takaka 
Village Green Acquisition Society Incorporated to be functioning. The management of 
the Green will be handed over to TDC and we have met with Lynne Hall about this. 
Mohua Social Services will continue to care for the noticeboard. 

I would particularly like to put in a word for the organic vegetable growers who we have 
had a long term understanding with, to use the Green on a Wednesday. Currently, 
Kokalito Organics are the mainstay but I expect this could grow. This is a great 
community asset. 

Our fervent wish is that the organic growers continue to have access to the Village 
Green without being hampered by undue bureaucratic processes and I would strongly 
recommend that TDC enables and supports this community service to continue. 

Thankyou for the opportunity to speak. 
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The Marine Farming Association (MFA)

• MFA represents salmon, oyster and mussel 

growers across Te Tau Ihu

• Waterspace owner in Golden Bay, 

• Tasman Bay and Marlborough

• Five key focus areas:

- Planning and Regulatory

- Social License

- Research and Development

- Labour and Skills

- Environment
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1) MFA Environment Programme

2) Industry Beach Cleaning Programme

3) MFA Environment Committee

4) Alternative float technology 

5) Float recycling

6) Biodegradable ropes project

7) Industry support for the GB Community

Agenda
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• Companies apply for certification annually and 
receive points for engagement, effort and 
demonstrating continuous improvement 

• Workshops are held to promote best practice

• Vessel and farm audits are undertaken

• 11 companies certified in 2024, with certification 
reviewed annually

• 5 levels -  Bronze, Silver, Gold, Platinum, Diamond. 
• 5 companies currently at Platinum, 6 at Gold

• Example marking criteria include meeting beach 
clean targets, high scoring farm audits and 
attendance at workshops

MFA Environment Certification Programme
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Industry Beach Cleaning

• MFA members average over 2000 
hours per annum of beach cleaning 
effort in Te Tau Ihu

• For 2024 it was 2956 hours

• 4,454kg of debris collected, with 38% 
attributable to aquaculture

• 414 hours were spent cleaning Golden 
Bay beaches

• 186 kgs of debris collected, with 42kg  
attributable to aquaculture 

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

People hours 974 647 1046 1337 2176 1893 1709 2190 2695 1778 1857 1914 2093 2525 2956

Vessel Hours 72 207 172 275 433 381 248 438 470 362 393 543 483 647 601
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• MFA has a committee dedicated to 
environmental performance

• More than 90% of the industry 
represented

• Meets 6 times per annum

• Develops SOPs and COPs

• Responds to complaints

• Oversees the beach cleaning 
programme

• Oversees MFA’s Environment Mentor

MFA Environment Committee
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Alternative Float Technology

• New floats have been developed to mitigate float loss in high 
energy areas and to eliminate the need for rope lashing

• Extensively used in Golden Bay
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• MFA has partnered with FuturePost to provide a local 
float recycling solution

• All used floats are able to be recycled

• FuturePost products have 50 year lifespan and can then 
be recycled again 

Repurposing Used Floats
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Developing Biodegradable Ties for Aquaculture

• Mussel industry currently trialling biodegrables ties made 
from certified biodegradable polymers and organic 
additives

• Trial results are encouraging and the ‘recipe’ could be used 
for a range of aquaculture products
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Support for the Golden Bay Community

• 20% of the L – O waterspace is allocated to Golden 
Bay Community Trust

• Will deliver up to $500,000 per annum at full 
development 

• Clearwater mussels and United Fisheries donate the 
profits from 1 line each to Golden Bay High School

• Iwi own approximately 20% of the Golden Bay 
waterspace
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Port Tarakohe development, 
vulnerable road users,

and the potential of the route 
from Pohara to Ligar Bay
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