
 

 

Note:   The reports contained within this agenda are for consideration and should not be construed as Council policy 

unless and until adopted. 

 

 

 

Notice is given that an ordinary meeting of the Animal Control Subcommittee will be held on: 
 

Date: 

Time: 

Meeting Room: 

Venue: 

Zoom conference 

link: 

Meeting ID: 

Meeting Passcode: 

Wednesday 30 April 2025 

9.30 am 

Tasman Council Chamber 
189 Queen Street, Richmond 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84741969626?pwd=r6SZxastZl
hq6x8M7raM9JfmL4UNO9.1  

 

847 4196 9626  
498681  

 

Animal Control Subcommittee 
 

  
 

 AGENDA 
 

 MEMBERSHIP 

Chairperson Councillor C Hill  

Members Councillor M Kininmonth  

 Councillor K Maling  

 

 
 

(Quorum 2 members) 

 

 Contact Telephone: 03 543 8400 

Email: tdc.governance@tasman.govt.nz 

Website: www.tasman.govt.nz 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84741969626?pwd=r6SZxastZlhq6x8M7raM9JfmL4UNO9.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84741969626?pwd=r6SZxastZlhq6x8M7raM9JfmL4UNO9.1
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AGENDA 

1 OPENING, WELCOME, KARAKIA 

2 APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE  
 

Recommendation 

That the apologies be accepted. 

3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

4 REPORTS 

4.1 Menacing Classification Appeal ........................................................................... 4  

5 CONFIDENTIAL SESSION 

Nil 

6 CLOSING KARAKIA 
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3. Recommendation/s / Ngā Tūtohunga 

That the Animal Control Subcommittee 

1. receives the Menacing Classification Appeal, report RACS25-04-1; and 

2. pursuant to Section 33A of the Dog Control Act, 

EITHER 

upholds the Menacing Classification for Trixie, owned by Aaron Wayne Baigent 

OR 

rescinds the Menacing Classification for Trixie, owned by Aaron Wayne Baigent.  

4. Background / Horopaki  

4.1 The Council has classified Trixie as a Menacing dog, to do this the Council must consider 

the requirements of Section 33A of the Act: 

 

33A Territorial authority may classify dog as menacing 

(1) This section applies to a dog that— 

(a) has not been classified as a dangerous dog under section 31; but 

(b) a territorial authority considers may pose a threat to any person, stock, poultry, domestic animal, or 

protected wildlife because of— 

(i) any observed or reported behaviour of the dog; or 

(ii) any characteristics typically associated with the dog’s breed or type. 

 

(2) A territorial authority may, for the purposes of section 33E(1)(a), classify a dog to which this section applies as 

a menacing dog 

 

(3) If a dog is classified as a menacing dog under subsection (2), the territorial authority must immediately give 

written notice in the prescribed form to the owner of— 

(a) the classification; and 

(b) the provisions of section 33E (which relates to the effect of classification as a menacing dog); and 

(c) the right to object to the classification under section 33B; and 

(d) if the territorial authority’s policy is not to require the neutering of menacing dogs (or would not require 

the neutering of the dog concerned), the effect of sections 33EA and 33EB if the owner does not object to 

the classification and the dog is moved to the district of another territorial authority. 

4.2 It is the opinion of staff that the reported behaviour of Trixie warrants the imposition of the 

Menacing Classification. 

4.3 On 25 January 2025, at 1700hrs, Tasman District Council received a phone call from Karen 

Baigent, reporting a dog attack against a dog, stating that, she was walking her dog on a 

lead (Trixie) when a dog who had a lead attached to its collar (Meiko) but not being held 

came running at them and tried to attack her dog (Trixie), the dog that attacked her dog 

(Meiko) had passed away. 

4.4 Regulatory Enforcement Officers gathered evidence related to the attack, and this was 

considered in the decision to classify the dog, Trixie, as Menacing. 
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14. Alignment with Policy and Strategic Plans / Te Hangai ki ngā aupapa Here me ngā 

Mahere Rautaki Tūraru  

14.1 Not applicable. 

15. Conclusion / Kupu Whakatepe 

15.1 The Council has a responsibility to insist that owners of dogs meet the obligations designed 

to ensure that dogs do not cause a nuisance to any person and do not injure, endanger, or 

cause distress to any person, animal, or wildlife. By upholding the Menacing classification, 

the Council will be seen to be taking the action necessary to significantly reduce the chance 

of Trixie being involved in future attacks. If the classification is rescinded, it would make it 

very difficult to consistently deal with any future dog attacks of a similar nature. 

16. Next Steps and Timeline / Ngā Mahi Whai Ake 

16.1 The Council must, as soon as practicable, give written notice to the owners of: 

(a) The Council’s determination of the objection; and 

(b) The reasons for the Council’s determination. 

 

17. Attachments / Tuhinga tāpiri 

1.⇩  Baigent's Statement 10 

2.⇩  Harnett's Statement 12 

3.⇩  Menacing Cover Letter 13 

  

ACS_20250430_AGN_4985_AT_files/ACS_20250430_AGN_4985_AT_Attachment_21183_1.PDF
ACS_20250430_AGN_4985_AT_files/ACS_20250430_AGN_4985_AT_Attachment_21183_2.PDF
ACS_20250430_AGN_4985_AT_files/ACS_20250430_AGN_4985_AT_Attachment_21183_3.PDF
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Time: 11:46am 

Date: 26/01/2025 

Place:  Ben Nevis Park, Starveall Street, Brightwater 

My full name is Megan Harnett. I am 37 years of age and I am employed as  

Teacher in Training.  I live at   and my contact phone  

Number is   

 

At about 4:15pm on 25th January 2025, I was walking along Starveall Street, Brightwater my 20 

month old daughter and my Step Mother in Law. 

I had my 2 dogs Pixie and Meiko with me and they were on a lead. 

We stopped to have a quick play in Ben Nevis park so I took both dogs to sit down at the bench. I put 

Meiko’s lead under my foot while I was tying Pixie to the bench and within a couple of seconds 

Meiko slipped away. I hadn’t realised there was a dog walking behind us down Starveall Street and 

before I could stop him Meiko had ran towards the dog barking. Before I could get there the dog 

picked up Meiko with his mouth and started flailing him around. The owner tried to stop the dog but 

the dog would not let go. I passed my other dog to my MIL to hold while I approached but was too 

scared to get too close. Once the dog had finally let go the owner managed to pin him down and call 

her husband for help. People came to help me with Meiko and take him to the vets but I could see 

he was already gone. 

The dog that attacked me was dark brown large bull type breed. 

It belongs to name unknown to me. 

It was on a lead at the time of the incident. 

My dog suffered fatal injuries, his skin was ripped off and he died at the scene. 

I have read this statement and it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.   

I am aware that this statement may be shared and used as evidence in any court proceedings. 

Name: Megan Harnett  

Signed ………………………………………. 
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