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REGIONAL LAND TRANSPORT  
PLAN 2024-2034

Nelson Tasman Cycle Trails Trust  

creating great cycle trails for our communities

Gillian Wratt & Belinda Crisp
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THE BIG PICTURE (1)

The Trust is pleased to see the RLTP:

1. Focus on supporting economic and population growth, improving safety,  
travel choice and resilience, and making an increased investment in  
maintenance.

2. Includes improving cycling and walking paths across the region.

The Trust is concerned that opportunities for incorporating planning for
cycling aren’t being fully realised and in particular want to highlight:

1. Te Tauihu Cycle Highways

2. Whakatū Drive path & Rocks Road
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THE BIG PICTURE (2)

Angus&Associates report on the Great Taste Trail's (GTT) economic, cultural, social and  
environmental contribution to the region:

1. 419,217 individual trail counts for 2023 (including over 90,000 pedestrians), an increase
of 24% on pre-covid levels

2. $34m visitor spend generated for the region in 2023

3. Locals 89% of users

4. 57% of local users ride GTT >50 times & 17% >200 times per annum

5. Locals love the GTT: All trail users surveyed expressed very high satisfaction with their  
experience, highlighting the trail’s convenience, proximity to urban centres, and  
extensive network connections. There was widespread agreement that the GTT has a  
positive influence on the local community, particularly in enhancing the overall quality  
of life and making the region more vibrant and accessible to people of all abilities.
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WHY ISTHIS RELEVANT TO THE RLTP?

The Great Taste Trail is part of our transport system network:

1. A recreational asset and catalyst for community well-being and connectivity

2. A connector to people, places, and activities opening the area up for people to  
explore on two wheels

3. Safe and accessible cycling opportunities connecting communities with a  
cycling/walking pathway off busy main roads. Near schools where practical so  
that children can use it e.g. Ranzau, Riwaka, Wakefield, Brightwater, Tapawera,  
Ngatimoti

4. An attractive commuting option – particularly with increased use of e-Bikes –

fewer cars on the road
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CYCLE HIGHWAYS CONNECTING TETAUIHU

 Imagine a cycle network, Cycle Highway 6C that enables people to hop off the ferry in  
Picton & cycle from Picton to Murchison. This includes the Link Pathway in  
Marlborough, part of the Great Taste Trail and the Heartland ride from Tapawera to  
Murchison.

 Another cycle network from TDC Offices to the Heaphy track. Cycle Highway 60C  
Richmond to The Heaphy Track. This includes part of the Great Taste Trail, existing boat  
services from Kaiteriteri to Totaranui and the Pohara to Takaka cycleway.

 Parts of the Te Tauihu Cycle Highway are complete but there are significant gaps and  
some parts are not fit for purpose..

 Economic spend of these type of riders is considerable eg Tour Aotearoa estimated daily
spend $200

 Connecting communities across the region

 Concept incorporated into the RLTP
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RICHMOND  NELSON CYCLECONNECTIVITY
WHAKATŪ DRIVE PATH & ROCKS ROAD

Draft Transport GPS investment in cycle and walking paths

 Economic growth

 Improved safety

 Existing volumes of pedestrians and cyclists

Whakatū Drive and Rocks Road both align with these priorities  

Commuter, recreational and visitor users

GTT users who visit Nelson spent an average of $262 per night and stayed  

an average of 6.4 nights - economic benefit $1,679 per visitor
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WHAKATŪ DRIVE (1)

• Busy route between Nelson and Richmond – over 166,000 counter passes (both  
directions) in 2023,

• Popular for both commuting and recreational riders. Every commuter cyclist on this
path is one less car on Whakatu Drive at peak commuter hours.

• Great Taste Trail route between Richmond and Nelson - an opportunity to showcase  
the Waimea Estuary to visitors to the region and draw people from the loop through  
Tasman district into Nelson. Some of the operators on the Trail discourage their clients  
from riding this section because it is not seen as a pleasant section to ride.

• Safety - the current path is narrow, uneven and perilously close to the busy, 100km/hr  
highway
• increasing numbers of e-bikes that often travel at higher speeds and with less experienced

riders,

• proximity to the highway – within the rebound zone of the safety barriers.
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WHAKATŪ DRIVE (2)

• In 2023 there were  
nearly 167,000 passes  
at the Whakatū Drive  
counter

• A 55% increase in  
number of cyclists and  
pedestrians recorded  
on the Whakatū Drive  
counter in the past 5  
years.
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WHAKATŪ DRIVE (3)

• Weekdays, cyclist activity  
is busiest 6 - 9am and 4-
5pm – the same time that  
commuter traffic is  
heaviest.

• Cyclists during these  
peaks are likely to be  
commuting to work and  
school.

• Weekends, cyclist activity  
peaks around 11am.
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WHAKATŪ DRIVE (4)
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WHAKATŪ DRIVE (5)
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ROCKS ROAD??

A separated shared pathway is a priority and planning  

to make it happen should not be delayed any longer.

 Is there an interim shared pathway solution on the  

seaward side of the road?
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FINAL COMMENTS

 NelsonTasman Cycle Trails Trust - creating great cycle trails for our  
communities

 Commuting, recreation, visitors

 Economic, social, cultural & environmental benefits

 GTT $34m visitor spend 2023

 RLTP opportunity to ensure that we plan the right balance of land
transport infrastructure to connect the Te Tauihu community, to provide
access for all to employment, education, recreation and services

 Te Tauihi cycle highways concept, Whakatu Drive, Rocks Road

www.heartofbiking.org.nz
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Tahunanui Regional Land Transport Plan –
Mid Term Review 2024-2034

Tahunanui Business and Citizens Association

Presented 20 March 2024



Attachment 5 PowerPoint Presentation - 32088 - Jacinda and John - Tahuna Business & Citizens Assn Inc 

 

 

Minutes Attachments Page 21 

 

  

Our aim:
To improve accessibility

and safety for all 

who live, work and play 

in our Tahunanui
beachside community.

© 2024 TBCA – Tahunanui Business and Citizen Association 2Photo credit: Daniel Allen
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State Highway 6 divides our community

• Prioritise the safety of Tahunanui users

• The wealth of the Tasman region 
travels to the port via SH6

• The transport system bisecting 
Tahunanui must allow people to 
travel safely and efficiently AND allow 
our community to function

© 2024 TBCA – Tahunanui Business and Citizen Association 3
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Where else do you have 

logging trucks and 

paddle boarders crossing, 
using the same space?

© 2024 TBCA – Tahunanui Business and Citizen Association 4



Attachment 5 PowerPoint Presentation - 32088 - Jacinda and John - Tahuna Business & Citizens Assn Inc 

 

 

Minutes Attachments Page 24 

 

  

"The growth of throughput at Port Nelson is considered to 

contribute to the growth in the proportion of heavy vehicles on 

SH6 Rocks Road, from 5.8% in 2010, to 10.5% in 2019"

…and what is the projected increase for the period of this 

Plan? 

Why is there an absence of future growth predictions? 

It is clear for those living in Tahunanui with the 

introduction of High Productivity Motor Vehicles (HPMV) 

that the frequency of heavy freight is much higher.

It is great to see the projected increase of Primary Industry 

production, we would like to reference in particular

the Aquaculture out of Tarakohe, Golden Bay.

© 2024 TBCA – Tahunanui Business and Citizen Association 5

"Freight growth to the Port"
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"...production is tipped to climb from 8000 tonnes annually to around 41000 tonnes annually,

[that is a phenomenal increase of 412.5%] much of this will be transported on road by SH60."

This is the opportunity and moment to: –

• Reinvest road user charges back into the region's roads

• Continue suppport for the new e-bus service

• Continue support for walking and cycling

• Investigate provision of smaller, lighter buses for Port Hill routes

© 2024 TBCA – Tahunanui Business and Citizen Association 6

"Freight growth to the Port" ctd.
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Pedestrian Safety

• Make it safe for users to support local businesses

• Provide pedestrian refuges for Magazine Point, Basin Reserve, 
Yacht Club and adjacent restaurants

• Erect signage either side of the Tahunanui beachside community to 
encourage safer road-user behaviour

© 2024 TBCA – Tahunanui Business and Citizen Association 7
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Safety on our roads

We are pleased to see that NZTA are in talks with local businesses in 

Tahunanui about the installation of much needed pedestrian refuge 

crossings, connecting the community that SH6 dissects along the 

length of Tahunanui & Annesbrook Drives, and look forward to this 
becoming a much-awaited reality this year.

We are surprised that no reference has been made that we're aware of, 

to extra refuges on the waterfront, such as to the popular swimming 

steps near Magazine Point, the Basin Reserve, and near the restaurants 

on Wakefield Quay.

These are also long overdue and much needed asap.

We'd still like to see added signage introducing road users entering 

Tahunanui from both the South and North, that they're welcomed into 

the Nelson Waterfront and Tahunanui beachside communities, to give 

them an awareness of our communities, and encourage appropriate 

behaviour.

© 2024 TBCA – Tahunanui Business and Citizen Association 8
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Horizons Activities

We would like to reinforce our strong opposition to SH6 Priority 

Lanes at Tahunanui Drive/Rocks Rd, asking for them to be 

removed permanently from the NFAP and not just be put on the 

Horizon List.

We have huge support from a variety of modal and general road 

users using SH6, supporting our view that these Priority Lanes 

are NOT reinstated. These include the former NCC Mayor Rachel 

Reese and Council, and MP Rachel Boyack, who backed us in 

removal of the lanes, on the grounds of the safety concerns of the 

community and road users.

A letter was sent to NZTA by Mayor Reese the week of the 

August 2022 floods in support of the removal, and yet we've 

heard nothing from NZTA about projects in our community 

since early 2022.

An update would be greatly appreciated.

© 2024 TBCA – Tahunanui Business and Citizen Association 9
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While we understand the fiscal challenges for both local 

and central government, (pg26) it is disappointing to see 

that Parkers Road/SH6 intersection has again been 

pushed back, despite being promised and planned for 
over 20 years.

Since this submission as made and submissions closed, 

the SH6/Rocks Road Off Rocks Road Off Road Shared 

Pathway has been removed from the Government's list of 

Major Transport Projects.

We totally get that considering the exorbitant price tag 

and scope of works into the marine reserve, 

we propose a more fiscally and environmentally 

prudent approach.

© 2024 TBCA – Tahunanui Business and Citizen Association 10

Horizons Activities ctd.
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Our Vision
• Retain (and maintain) historic waterfront features

• Improve seating and sea access points

• Add pedestrian refuges at strategic crossing points

• Adjust carparking on both sides of SH6

• Improve safety for users of mobility scooters

• Merge on-road cycle paths with footpaths at pinch points

© 2024 TBCA – Tahunanui Business and Citizen Association 11
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Resilience of the Tahunanui community

12

We are increasingly warned about the likelihood of both greater frequency and severity 
of extreme weather events. The Tahunanui residents would like to see more attention 
paid to a resilience strategy that preserves safety - for hill-side residents, for access to 
both beach and shops and for transport to the port.

There is no reference to remediation of the hillside along the SH6 over the next 

ten year period as stated in this report. One of the major failings of SH6 in 2022 

was the loss of the waterfront cliff which was never finished as promised, 

causing huge distress and disruption to residents and community.

The SH6 is the lifeline between the Port and the Top of the South and West Coast, with 
all fuel distribution to the Nelson/Tasman region and the West Coast, and should surely 
be THE priority as part of a resilience strategy.

Since this submission was done, there has been a further failure along the waterfront.

© 2024 TBCA – Tahunanui Business and Citizen Association
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 In conclusion we appreciate the work 

that has gone into the RLTP and 

appreciate the more relevant local 

information provided. 

We acknowledge that the Hope Bypass 

should be a priority, and query the 

financial and environmental cost of 

the SH6 Shared Pathway.

We have members of our community 

riding the same roading system as 

heavy vehicles and while the e-bus 

system has been a good step forward, 

many people choose to be at one with 

nature when accessing Nelson city 

from Tahunanui's beachside 

community.

We agree that a resilient and 

fit-for-purpose transport system 

is vital for the continued health, 

wellbeing and prosperity of our 
Tahunanui beachside community.

Photo credit: Melissa Banks Photographer
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Underside 
of  
Fishing Platform
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Topside of Fishing Platform  after the cyclones
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Best place to bike 
is also the best place to drive
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Support for Stockholm Congestion Charging – 30% at implementation
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Amsterdam 
wasn’t 
always 

Amsterdam
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1970s and

today

same 
location
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XX March 2024 

 

Te Manatū Waka Ministry of Transport 

Wellington 

gps@transport.govt.nz  

 
Tēnā koe 

Nelson-Tasman Joint Regional Transport Committee submission on the draft 

Government Policy Statement on Land Transport 2024 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit on the draft Government Policy Statement on Land   

Transport 2024 (GPS). 

Nelson City Council and Tasman District Council (Nelson-Tasman) are adjacent Unitary 

Councils with a shared transport network. The two Councils recognise this shared network 

through a Joint Regional Transport Committee.  This is a submission from the Joint Nelson 

Tasman Regional Transport Committee (JNTRTC), acting in their capacity as the Regional 

Councils. 

Please note there may be separate submissions from the two respective Councils. 

Overview 

The Nelson-Tasman region has a combined population of 113,200. Our economy is 

principally based on primary production and processing. 

Items the JNTRTC support 

• Support increased transport funding up 30% from that allocated in GPS 2021. 

• Support the increased focus and funding on getting maintenance back to a 
sustainable level. 

• Support Hope bypass as a road of National Significance noting that we would like to 
be involved in setting the scope to ensure best regional outcomes are achieved.  
Matters we would like to raise during the scope setting include effects on existing and 
future multi-modal networks, and alignment with the Nelson-Tasman Future 
Development Strategy. 

• Support resilience being a strategic focus but request clarity around how emergency 
works are to be funded noting that the draft GPS suggests emergency funding will 
need to come from maintenance allocations (page 26). 

• Commend the move to a 10 year GPS and NLTP approach (noting that this better 
enables better procurement outcomes, and better alignment with national and local 
priorities and delivery). However we note that the big swings between emission 
reduction activities vs roading centric projects which supports unlocking of economic 
productivity in changing of governments are very challenging for the sector.  We 
support a more bipartisan consensus to encourage the 10 year transport programme 
having balance. 
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